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and there was no method prescribed for the
punishment of a refractory member.
From the Treaty of Westphalia to the formal
abolition of the Holy Roman Empire, the
Electors and Princes owed only a nominal
allegiance to the Emperor. The power was
effectively transferred from the Head to the
members of the Empire. Each principality and
electorate set up as a petty kingdom. Prussia
soon assumed the dignity of kingship and Ger-
many from that time till its reunification under
Bismarck was hardly even a geographical unit.
The nominal head of the Empire was powerful
only because of his hereditary possessions, and
when, as happened in 1742, the imperial Crown
passed out of the hands of the Habsburgs,
the title itself became a mockery; indeed,
Charles VII was elected at the dictation of a
French marshal and lived as a pensioner of
Louis XV. An effort was made by Joseph II
to renovate the decayed machinery of the
Empire, but that medieval and Catholic instru-
ment was only put more out of gear by the
rude handling of the atheist philosopher King,
imbued with the ideas of the French ency-
clopedists, When -Francis II abdicated, the
tbrone of Augustus, Charlemagne, Otho and